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(54) PRODUCTION OF AROMATIC DIALDEHYDE 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain the subject compound with high 
productivity and economically under mild conditions in a simple operation by 
hydrolyzing an c^c^old- tetrahalogenoxylene by a specific method. 
SOLUTION: An a,a,Gta-tetrahalogenoxylene is hydrolyzed at normal 
pressures by using (A) an alkaline metal salt or alkaline earth metal salt as a 
neutralizer in the presence of (B) a phase-transfer catalyst (preferably 
tetrabutylammonium bromide or benzyltriethylammonium chloride) and (C) 
a solvent composed of water-soluble alcohol-based or ether-based solvent 
(e.g. ethylene glycol, diglyme, etc.) of a boiling point ranging from 120 to 
250°C. As the neutralizer A, calcium carbonate is preferable. In this case it is 
recommended to add the calcium carbonate in stoichiometric quantity of 1- 
1.2 times as much as the quantity of the formed hydrogen halide. 
Furthermore, it is preferable to use, based on the starting material, component 
B at 10-25mol% and component C at 0.1-0.5 times in weight. 
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